
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For over twenty years, facilities under the Industrial General Permit have become accustomed to 
conducting quarterly visual observations around their facility property.  But on July 1, 2015, all of that 
changed.  Now, the new Industrial General Permit (Order 2014-0057-DWQ) is requiring permittees to 
conduct visual observations of their facilities on a monthly basis.  This edition of The Rain Events features a 
brief refresher on visual observations – including what needs to be covered during each inspection – and 
offers some tips on documenting the findings.  

The requirement for monthly visual observations can be found in 
Section XI.A.1 of the Industrial General Permit – which clearly states 
that “At least once per calendar month, the Discharger shall visually 
observe each drainage area.”  Subsection XI.A.1.b gives a few more 
details, stating that these observations “shall be conducted during 
daylight hours of scheduled facility operating hours and on days 
without precipitation.”  Given this information, it is important to note a 
couple things – first, these monthly inspections are not sampling 
events.  The permit clearly says these inspections are to be performed 
on days without precipitation (rain).  The purpose of these inspections 
is to determine if there are any non-storm water discharges (NSWDs) 
occurring at the facility, or if any industrial materials are (or could) 
cause a pollution problem.  Secondly, the inspections are to be 
performed during normal business hours.  Performing these 
inspections during normal industrial activity helps to ensure that your 
observations accurately reflect what is happing at your site. 
 
So you’re walking around the facility with a clipboard in hand, ready 
to do the monthly inspection.  What exactly should you be looking for?  
The Permit lists three things to be on the lookout for:  First, look for 
“indications of prior, current, or potential unauthorized NSWDs 
and their sources.”  What is an unauthorized NSWD?  Simply put, it 
is anything that doesn’t appear on the list of authorized non-storm 
water discharges found in Section IV of the Permit.  Look for current 
non-storm water flows, but also look for indicators of past flows, and 
keep an eye out for situations which could potentially cause a non-
storm water discharge.  Second, look for “Authorized NSWDs, 
sources, and associated BMPs to ensure compliance with Section 
IV.B.3 [of the Permit].”  Again, only if it appears on the list in Section 
IV of the Permit can it be classified as an “authorized non-storm water 
discharge.”  If you see an authorized non-storm water discharge, don’t 

just dismiss it and walk on.   Section IV.B.3 has a list of BMPs that 
should be reviewed to see how many are being implemented for each 
authorized non-storm water discharge.  Third, look for “Outdoor 
industrial equipment and storage areas, outdoor industrial 
activities areas, BMPs, and all other potential source of industrial 
pollutants.”  Basically, be on the lookout for situations that could 
cause an unauthorized NSWD, or contaminate storm water runoff. 
 
Once the inspection is finished, there is still work to be done.  
According to the Section XI.A.3 of the Permit, you will need to record 
the date and approximate time of your inspection, the locations 
observed, the presence and probable source of any observed 
pollutants, the name of the inspector, and any response actions or 
needed SWPPP revisions.  This is quite a bit of information – to make 
the inspection process a little easier, it’s a good idea to create an 
intuitive form that can be filled out during the actual inspection.  Not 
only is this a whole lot simpler; it also ensures that the inspector doesn’t 
forget any important information. 
 
Visual observations are an important element of keeping your facility 
compliant, and are not something that can be overlooked or classified 
as “I’ll get around to it when I can.”  You will have to account for all of 
your monthly observations in your facility’s Annual Report, and will be 
required to give an explanation for any months that were missed.  
Because of this, we at The Rain Events recommend setting up a 
schedule for performing the monthly visual inspections, such as the first 
Monday of each month.  Of course, the schedule may need to be 
changed slightly depending on weather conditions, but try to stick as 
close as possible to the schedule.  Check out The Compliance Corner 
for links to some forms that we created especially for monthly visual 
observations.   
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Please contact us if you have any questions … 
The Rain Events    
Newsletter Editor:  John Teravskis 
QSD/QSP, CPESC, ToR, IGPTT Participant 
jteravskis@wgr-sw.com   
(209) 334-5363 ext. 110 or (209) 649-0877

Technical Questions about Environmental 
Compliance?   
Call … 
Aaron Ortiz,  aortiz@wgr-sw.com 
(209) 334-5363 ext. 114

Steve Teravskis, steravskis@wgr-sw.com
(209) 334-5363 ext. 115

Chelsea Dreyer, cdreyer@wgr-sw.com
(562) 799-8510 ext. 1003

Need a SWPPP revision for the new permit? 

Give us a call at (209) 334-5363, ext. 114 

Monitoring Forms 
In preparation for the new Industrial General Permit, WGR Southwest, Inc. redesigned 
all of the forms used for recording monitoring data – such as monthly visual inspections, 
storm water sampling visual observations, and the Annual Comprehensive Facility 
Compliance Evaluation.  And now, we are offering these forms for free to readers of 
The Rain Events! 

“To Do List” for August: 

 Perform the August monthly inspection 
 Schedule your Fall storm water training for 

facility personnel. 
 Inspect your facility for housekeeping and 

maintenance items that need to be 
addressed before the rain season begins. 

Form 1:  Sampling Event Visual 
Observations and Analytical Results 

Use this form to record your visual observations taken during a 
sampling event.  This form comes with a Qualifying Storm 
Event Evaluation, a section to record observations, and a 
corrective action summary.  The second page of the form 
contains a table where all of the analytical results can be 
recorded. 

Form 2:  Monthly Visual Observations 

Like the main article says, dischargers under the new Industrial 
General Permit are required to inspect their facilities on a 
monthly basis.  Use this form to record your observations and 
assessments of non-storm water discharges.

Form 3:  Annual Comprehensive 
Facility Compliance Evaluation 

This form is for recording the findings of the Annual 
Comprehensive Facility Compliance Evaluation.  There are 
sections on this form for a review of the facility monitoring 
records, an inspection of the facility grounds, equipment 
inspections, and an assessment of the information needed for 
the Annual Report. 

Click here to download all of these forms. 
http://wgr-sw.com/bigfiles/IGP%20Monitoring%20Forms.zip 

Storm Water Awareness 
Week 2015 

We are excited to announce that 
workshop registrations have now 
begun.  Visit our website to 
register -   and you won’t want to 

miss our keynote sessions! 

mailto:aortiz@wgr-sw.com
mailto:steravskis@wgr-sw.com
mailto:cdreyer@wgr-sw.com
http://wgr-sw.com/bigfiles/IGP%20Monitoring%20Forms.zip
http://stormwaterawareness.org/


Keynote #1: 

Why is a Storm 
Water Agency 
Concerned 
About Fish? 

Featuring 

Jeff McLain, 
Division Manager, 
NOAA Fisheries, 
West Coast Region 

Monday, 
September 21, at 
12:00 PM 

Keynote #2: 

Questions and 
Answers on the 
New Industrial 
General Permit 

Featuring 

Laurel Warddrip, 
Industrial and 
Construction 
Program Manager, 
State Water 
Resources Control 
Board 

Wednesday, 
September 23, at 
12:00 PM 

Click Here To Register Now! 

DON’T FORGET TO REGISTER FOR OUR 
EXCITING KEYNOTE SESSIONS! 

http://stormwaterawareness.org/registration/student/map.php
http://stormwaterawareness.org/registration/student/map.php
http://stormwaterawareness.org/registration/student/map.php




http://shop.bmpoutlet.com/
https://shop.bmpoutlet.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=1&products_id=30&zenid=2eun6594vib8mop4gmtci1iqq7
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11780+CA-99,+Lodi,+CA+95240/@38.0788889,-121.259258,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x809074d47b00a7f5:0x6f839232f278eca4
http://shop.bmpoutlet.com/


http://swpppradio.org/

